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    ___________________________ 

    Councilmember Charles Allen 

AN AMENDMENT 

#2 

IN THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

DATE:  December 20, 2022 

 

OFFERED BY: Councilmember Charles Allen 

 

TO: B24-0838, the “Restoring Trust and Credibility to Forensic Sciences 

Amendment Act of 2022” 

 

VERSION: ___ Introduced    

 ___ Committee Report   

 ___ Committee Print   

 ___ First Reading   

 ___ Amended First Reading  

  X Engrossed    

 ___ Enrolled  

 ___ Amendment in the Nature of a Substitute 

 

Amendment 

 

Section 2 is amended as follows: 

(a) Subsection (i)(13)(C) is amended to read as follows: 

   “(C) A new paragraph (2A) is added to read as follows: 

  “(2A)(A) If the records pertain to a criminal prosecution, the Laboratory shall 

provide the prosecutor and defense with identical sets of records; provided, that when the defense 

is not known to the Laboratory, or to the prosecutor, the Laboratory may provide the prosecutor 

with 2 identical sets of records, one for the prosecutor and one for the defense.  

   “(B) If the Laboratory did not previously provide records to the current 

attorney of record for the defense, the Laboratory shall provide an identical set of records to the 

defense upon request. 

   “(C) The Laboratory shall design, implement, and maintain an electronic 

system that facilitates access to records pertaining to a criminal prosecution and issue rules 

proscribing access to the records by the prosecutor and the defense.”. 

 (b) Subsection (t) is amended to read as follows: 

“(t) Section 16 is amended as follows: 

“(1) Subsection (a)(1) is amended as follows: 
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“(A) Subparagraph (A) is amended by striking the word “Department” and 

inserting the word “Laboratory” in its place.  

“(B) Subparagraph (B) is amended as follows: 

“(i) The lead-in language is amended by striking the word 

“Department” both times it appears and inserting the word “Laboratory” in its place. 

“(ii) Sub-subparagraph (i) is amended by striking the word 

“Department” and inserting the word “Laboratory” in its place.  

  “(2) A new subsection (a-1) is added to read as follows: 

 ““(a-1) The Mayor, pursuant to Title I of the District of Columbia Administrative 

Procedure Act, approved October 21, 1968 (82 Stat. 1204; D.C. Official Code § 2-501 et seq.), 

shall issue rules proscribing access to records that pertain to a criminal prosecution, as described 

in section 6(h)(2A)(C).””  

 

Rationale 

 

This amendment would require the Laboratory to design, implement, and maintain an electronic 

system that would facilitate access to records pertaining to a criminal prosecution. Such system 

will be ensure that both the prosecution and defense have equal access to the Laboratory’s records. 

The Laboratory will be required to issue rules that address access to the electronic system by both 

the prosecution and defense. Any future rulemaking is required to undergo 45-day period of review 

by the Council.  


